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hen you ask Wendy how she is, her

response is “I am blessed,” which

she says with so much conviction and

gratitude thatyou start to feel blessed.
She exudes blessing, power, honour, and love. Before
a conversation with her starts, you already start to
feel empowered, and her presence alone inspires
excellence and humility.

In her journey as an economic activist, social
entrepreneur, mentor and thought leader, Wendy’s
number one priority has been to get people to see
and realise their potential. Her work transcends
economic empowerment by focusing on getting the
individual to a point where they can make a powerful
impact on society and leave an indelible mark in
every sphere of their influence.

She is the perfect embodiment of excellence,

insightful and knowledgeable in ways that many of
us dream of. It is through an interaction with her
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being the best version of yourself not only serves

potentldl dﬂd Uuse so lzttle humanity but also honours the Creator. “Over the

.. . years, I've heard that as human beings we only use
Oflt 1S an insu l t to our five per cent of our potential, so my mission in life
has been to increase that because to have so much
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C redl’oy‘ potential and use so little of it is an insult to our
Creator.” This awareness is one of the things that
have kept Wendy motivated to offer nothing but the

best in all that she does.
- Realisingyour potential is so much deeper than
. ] just doing great things; it is about manifesting glory.
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Wendy’s beliefs and values exemplify the idea thatyou
can only receive with an open hand; a closed hand
that doesn’t give can never receive. Paying it forward
is what has kept Wendy anchored. “The satisfaction of
enabling other people to do something meaningful
On b/ 1w h en l’here ,s a with their lives has also kept me steadfast. When we

pass onwhat we have, the gifts and the experiences that

d ecen l» re p resen l» a tZ on we veI g?ther‘ed throughout our lives, we a}re enrlched.'
tis quite clear that Wendy recognises that she is
: blessed to be a blessing. And this belief is reflected in
Of women in dll the value that she places on mentorship. “Mentorship,
for me, is a practical way of paying it forward.” Her
sec t ors Of t he €co nomy, mentorship is not only limited to young women. As
5 awoman in her early 60s, she has had the privilege
ﬂl@?’l we Wle kﬂOW thdt of interacting with women from three generations.
. She mentors whoever has a willingness to learn and

~ our work 1s done.

grow. “In my particular case, [mentorship] keeps me
connected to people from different generations. So
I’'m drawing from so many generations of experience
and I collect that in a bowl of wisdom that I pass on
to those I mentor.”

Wendy is a very busy woman and one would think
that having so many roles to fulfilwould bring about
the need to create some form of balance so as to not
become overwhelmed, but for Wendy, this is not the
case. “My roles are not in contradiction, they are
part of the same story. I divide my time between a
manageable portfolio of interests that I enjoy.” Her
philosophy is very simple: “I don’t do anything I
don’t enjoy.” To keep herself grounded, Wendy starts
her mornings with prayers and bible study. She also
prioritises time with her grandchildren, who she
picks up from school whenever she can.

Itis sweet serendipity to have her grace the cover of
our springissue, as itis a season that is of particular
significance to her. “Spring is a season of hope and
my African name is Nomathemba, which means
hope, so itis a season that representswho I am.” Her
favourite tree is the Baobab tree, which, according to
her, is known as the Tree of Life. This tree resonates
with her because it is a symbol of strength, power,
presence, and grace — which are all characteristics
anyone who knows Wendy can associate her with.

WHAT YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT WENDY:

- She is currently learning to play the harp.

- Her favourite travel destinations are New York,
Paris, and Cape Town

- She has three grandchildren.

LESSONS SHE’S LEARNT:

- Iam responsible for my life.

- Blaming circumstances is not very helpful.

- Idon’thave to conform to the stereotypes that

iety hold about .
society hold about women HAIR: KUDAKWASHE MAGORA

B MAKEUP: PRECIOUS XABA
- If we live a life that avoids failure, we will STYLIST: KUTLWANO MOLETE
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